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Play This! 

 In second grade your child skip counted 
by 5s and 10s, added two equal groups, and 
used repeated addition to find the total number 
of object in an array. You can build on these 
skills by playing a game at home. 

Circles and Stars 

 You need one die, a piece of paper for 
each player (folded into 8 boxes) and a pencil. 
The first player rolls the die twice. The first 
number tells you how many circles to draw, the 
second number tell you how many stars to put in 
EACH circle. (Instead of a star, your child can 
draw an “x” or a “+” sign.) Write the multiplication 
sentence to show how many stars in all. Play 
eight rounds and then add up the total number of 
stars (add the products). The player with the 
highest score wins! 

Other Games to Play: 

 Yahtzee! 

 http://motionmathgames.c
om/fun-multiplication-
games-for-your-family/    
         3 x 2 = 6  
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The Mathematics Involved 

Our first mathematics unit introduces 
multiplication and division. This is an important 
place to start in order to provide the maximum 
amount of time for students to master an 
understanding of multiplication and division. 
Also, it is a critical area in Georgia’s state 
standards.   

During this unit “students develop an 
understanding of the meanings of multiplication 
and division of whole numbers through activities 
and problems involving equal-sized groups, 
arrays, and area models.”1 

Equal-sized Groups 

          
 There are four tricycles. Each tricycle has 
three wheels. There are 4 groups of 3 wheels or 
12 wheels in all (3 + 3 + 3 + 3 = 12 or 4 x 3 = 
12). Also, 12 wheels for 4 tricycles, so there are 

3 tires for each tricycle (12  3 = 4). 

Array 

 

 

 

There are 3 rows of starfish. Each row 
contains 5 starfish. There are 3 rows of 5 starfish 
or 15 starfish (5 + 5 + 5 = 15 or 3 x 5 = 15). Also, 
There are 15 starfish shared in 3 rows so there 

are 5 starfish in each row (15  3 = 5). 

 

Area Model 

 

This is a 2 x 3 array. It has 2 rows and 3 columns 
of square units. It has a total of 6 square units  
(2 x 3 = 6 or 3 x 2 = 6). Also, if there are 6 square 
units in 2 rows, there must be 3 square units in 

each row (6  2 = 3 or 6  3 = 6). 

Resources 
Books 

 The best of times: math strategies that multiply, 
by Greg Tang 

 Sea squares, by Joy Hulme 

 Too many kangaroo things to do!, by Stuart J. 
Murphy 

 2 x 2 = boo! : a set of spooky multiplication 
stories, by Loreen Leedy 

 Jump, kangaroo, jump!, by Stuart J. Murphy 

 Cheetah math: learning about division from 
baby cheetahs, by Ann Whitehead Nagda 

 Divide and ride, by Stuart J. Murphy 

 One hundred hungry ants, by Elinor Pinczes 

 A remainder of one, by Elinor Pinczes 

All of these books are available at the CES 
library.  Or check out the rap or hip/hop 
multiplication and division music videos!  
 
 


